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Holy Communion Order 

1. Please remain standing 
while  following the 
directions of our ush-
ers. 

2. Ladies, kindly remove 
lipstick before receiv-
ing. 

3. When receiving Holy 
Communion, make the 
Sign  of the Cross, state 
your name (baptismal 
name) , and naturally 
receive as if being fed. 

4. Non-Orthodox Chris-
tians may not receive 
Holy Communion, but 
they may receive the 
Holy Bread at the end 
of the service. 

5. All Orthodox Christians 
must be spiritually pre-
pared to receive the Sac-
rament of Holy Com-
munion. Please see the 
priest if you have any 
questions. 

ST. GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE DESERT 
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   The Ladder 

At the moment when Christ drew near 
to St. John the Baptist in order to be bap-
tized in the River Jordan, in answer to St. 
John’s concern, “I have need to be baptized 
of You…”, our Savior said: “Let it be so 
now, to fulfill all righteousness.” (St. Mat-
thew 3:14-15). 

St. John Chrysostom explains that our 
Lord was not baptized in order to be 
washed from sins, because our Lord is 
without any sin. In addition, our Lord 
was not baptized as an act of repentance, 
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because He is God and has no need 
to repent of any sin, nor to be saved. 
Finally, our Lord was not baptized in 
order to be born again “by water and 
Spirit,” because, (once again) Christ is 
Himself Perfect God and Perfect 
Man. 

According to St. John Chrysostom, 
our Savior was Baptized in the Jordan 
to be revealed as God Who is our 
Savior, as One of the Holy Trinity 
(Father, Son and Holy Spirit) and also 
to fulfill God’s righteousness.  

     THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST OUR GOD IN THE JORDAN- HOLY THEOPHANY 

HOLY WATER ON THE FEAST DAY OF THEOPHANY 
Orthodox Christians most often bless themselves with holy water by drinking 
it. It is traditional to keep a quantity of it at home, and many Orthodox Chris-
tians will drink a small amount daily with their morning prayers.  It is also of-
ten taken with prayer in times of distress or temptation. The use of holy water is 
based on the Baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist in the River Jordan, and the 
Orthodox interpretation of this event. In their view, John's baptism was a bap-
tism of repentance, and the people came to have their sins washed away by the 
water. Since Jesus had no sin, but was God incarnate, his baptism had the effect 
not of washing away Jesus' sins, but of blessing the water, making it holy—and 
with it all of creation, so that it may be used fully for its original created pur-
pose to be an instrument of life.  

On the Great Feast of Theophany, holy water is blessed twice: at the conclusion 
of the Divine Liturgy on the eve of the feast, and on morning of the feast itself. 
After proceeding to the place where the vessel of water is prepared to                               
the singing of appropriate troparia (hymns) of the Theophany there                                
are a group of Scripture readings ( Isaiah 35:1-10; 55:1-13;12:3-6)                              
and 1 Corinthians 10:1-4, culminating in the baptism account from 
the Gospel of Saint Mark (1:9-11).                                                                       
 Taken from: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_water_in_Eastern_Christianity 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temptation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baptism_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_the_Baptist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jordan_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Feast
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epiphany_(holiday)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divine_Liturgy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crucession
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Troparion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bible
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Isaiah#35:1
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Isaiah#55:1
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Isaiah#12:3
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/1_Corinthians#10:1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_the_Evangelist
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Mark#1:9


     Page 2 



Page 3 

HYMNS FOR THIS SUNDAY’S CELEBRATION OF THE DIVINE LITURGY:                       

  ANTIPHON I : “Tes presvies tis Theotokou…” (By the prayers of the Theotokos…) 
Verse 1—: In the exodus of Israel from Egypt, the house of Jacob. Judah became His sanctuary.  

Refrain: “Tes presvies tis Theotokou, Soter, soson imas.”  

Verse 2- The sea saw them and fled, the Jordan turned back.  

Refrain: “By the prayers of the Theotokos, Savior, save us.”                                                                                                    

Verse 3—  What is it to you, O Sea, that you fled, and to you, O Jordan, that you turned back?                                                                                                                              

Refrain: “es presvies tis Theotokou, Soter, soson imas.” 

Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit now  and forever and to the ages of ages. 

Refrain: “By the prayers of the Theotokos, Savior, save us.”     

   ANTIPHON II: “Soson imas Ie Theou…” (Save us, O Son of God…)   

Verse 1-   I have loved, because the Lord shall hear the voice of my supplication.                                                                                                                                                                                   
Refrain: “Soson imas Ie Theou, O en Iordhani ipo Iannou vaptistheis, psallontas si alleluia.”  

Verse 2 – For He inclined His ear to me, and in my days I shall call upon Him.  
Refrain: “Save us, O Son of God, Who was baptized in the Jordan by John, we sing to You, Alleluia.” 

Verse 3 - The pains of death surrounded me; the dangers of Hades found me. The Lord is merciful and 
righteous, and our God has mercy.  
Refrain: “Soson imas Ie Theou, O en Iordhani ipo Ioannou vaptistheis, psallontas si alleluia.”    

Doxa Patri ke Io ke Aghio Pnevmati ke nin ke aei ke eis tous eonas ton eonon. Amin                                                                  
People: “O Monogenis Ios ke Logos tou Theou…” (O Only-Begotten Son and Word of God…)  

                            ANTIPHON III: Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; for His mercy endures forever. Let 
the house of Israel say that He is good, for His mercy endures forever. Let all who fear the Lord say that He is 
good, for His mercy endures forever. 

Entrance with the Holy Gospel: (Priest & Deacon): Evloghimenos o Erhowmenos….(Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. God is the Lord, and He revealed Himself to us Save us, O Son of God, who 
were baptized in the Jordan by John.)             

Hymn for Theophany: En Iordani Vaptizomenou Sou Kyrie…(At Your Baptism in the Jordan River, O 
Christ, the worship due to the Holy Trinity was made manifest, for the voice of the Father bore You witness 
by calling You ‘Beloved Son’, and the Holy Spirit, in the form of a Dove, confirmed the immutability of this 
declaration. O Christ God Who appeared and illumined the world, glory to You.)  

Kontakion Hymn for this Sunday: Epefanis simeron ti oikoumeni…(You have appeared today to the world 
and Your light, O Lord, has been shown upon us. With full knowledge we praise You. You have come; You are 
manifested, O unapproachable Light.)  

Instead of “Aghios o Theos (Holy God, Holy Mighty…) the following is sung: “Osi eis Christon evap-
tistiteh, Christon enedhisastheh”…(All who have been baptized in Christ have put on Christ. Alleluia). 

READINGS: EPISTLE—Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7   /   GOSPEL— St. Matthew 3: 13-17 

The Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great is celebrated today. Following the reading of the Creed, turn to 
page 126 in the Divine Liturgy books. 

Instead of “Axion Estin,” the Hymn “Epi Si Cheree” is sung. 

Communion Hymn:  Epefani ee Chahrhis tou Theou - ee Sotirios pasin anthropeis. (The Grace of God has 
appeared for the salvation of all. Alleluia.) 

                                  



                                                                             ANNOUNCEMENTS    

                                  Coffee Hour: Philoptochos - Vasilopita 

                               PHILOPTOCHOS - Philoptochos will be passing a Vasilopita Tray today for National 
         Philoptochos.  Thank you for your donation.  This is the last day we're taking reserve-
         tions for Taverna Night, January 12. Your reservation will be taken at the Philoptochos 
         table.  If you have any questions, see Tina Veroulis.  We are selling the 1 pound loaves 
                    of prosforo bread in the Church Hall today.  See Pat Dalkas. Tomorrow, January 7 food 
         preparation starts for the Festival.  Please plan to come and help.  Check the food prepa-
         ration schedule on the message board in the hall to plan your days to volunteer.  

ALTAR FLOWER BOUQUETS - The Altar Flower Bouquets offered to God’s glory this Sunday were of-
fered by:                                                                                                                                                                                       
 --Annette Lewis - “In loving memory of my husband Skip Lewis; May his memory be Eternal!”  

 --Becky Allen - “May there be perfect health, peace, and love, in my family throughout this year, 
                             and always!” 

GREEK FESTIVAL - The time for final preparations for our 2019 Greek Festival has arrived. Please see 
the enclosed the “Volunteer for the Festival” Form. It is also very important for all of us to begin securing 
sponsorships and ads for our 2019 Greek Festival. The “Sponsorship & Ad Form” will be included in our 
Ladder over the next few weeks. The deadline for submitting sponsorships and ads for our 2019 Festival 

is: January 15, 2019, to allow time for printing our Festival program. Tomorrow, preparations for the 

2019 Festival begin! 

AHEPA - January AHEPA meeting will be at our parish hall on Wednesday, January 9th at 6:30 p.m. 

TAVERNA NIGHT - This coming Saturday, January 12, 2019 at our parish hall at 5:00 p.m. Today is the 
deadline for making reservations. 

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY - Stewardship Sunday is scheduled for Sunday, January 20th. 2019 Steward-
ship Pledge Cards will be made available to all members of our St. George Palm Desert Parish for 2019. 
Stewardship is a matter of  supporting the ministry of our Church through participation in the Holy Sac-
raments and through sharing God’s bountiful blessings for the salvation of others.                                                             
                                                           WEEKDAY CALENDAR 
Monday, January 7th………...ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 
                                                    Orthros-8:30 a.m. / Divine Liturgy-9:30 a.m.                                                                
                              Festival Preparations Begin - 10:30 a.m. 

Tuesday, January 8th………...Bible Study - 10:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, January 9th…….AHEPA Meeting - 6:30 p.m. 

Thursday, January 10th……...Choir Practice - 1:00 p.m. / Parish Council - 2:30 p.m. 

Saturday, January 12th……….ST. TATIANA THE MARTYR                                      
                                                     Orthros-8:30 a.m. / Divine Liturgy-9:30 a.m. 
                                                     Taverna Night - 5:00 p.m. 
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We encourage all of our parents to sit in the church with their entire 
family as they participate in the beauty and mysteries of the Divine Litur-
gy. For those with young children, feel free to sit near an aisle in order 
that you may easily take your children for a break, as needed. If neces-
sary, we have a “crying room” in the vestibule for your use. God Bless. 

A Blessed and Happy New Year to one and all!  

The Ladder  for  January 2019 is                                                           

lovingly sponsored by: 

The St. George Ladies Philoptochos Society 



THE SERVICE OF THE VASILOPITA 

Priest: Blessed is our God always, now and forever and to the ages of ages. 

Faithful: Amen. (The hymn for St. Basil is chanted. See the front page of today’s Ladder.) 

Priest: Have mercy upon us, O God, in Your great mercy; hear us and have mercy. 

Faithful: Lord, have mercy (3 times)  

Priest: Again, we pray for all pious and Orthodox Christians; for our Archbishop Gerasimos and for mercy, 
life, peace, health and salvation—for forgiveness and remission of the sins of the servants of God: the people 
here present; for all Orthodox Christians who live in this city and parish; for the Stewards and benefactors of 
this Holy Church. 

Faithful: Lord, have mercy (3 times) 

Priest: Again, we pray for those who labor and who sing in this holy Church and for our families, spouses, 
children, parents, brothers, sisters and relatives—and for all of our brotherhood in Christ. 

Faithful: Lord, have mercy (3 times) 

Priest: Again, we pray for the personnel; the leadership, teachers and the staff of the St. Basil Academy and 
for their well-being in Christ. 

Faithful: Lord, have mercy (3 times) 

Priest: Again, we pray for the officers of our Philoptochos Society, who prepared this holy feast; for peace in 
the whole world and for the stability of the Holy Church and for the unity of all. 

Faithful: Lord, have mercy (3 times) 

Priest: For You are a merciful and loving God and to You we offer glory to the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen. 

Priest: Let us pray to the Lord. 

Faithful: Lord, have mercy. 

Priest: O Creator of all things and King of ages, the One abundant in mercy and goodness, Who accepted the 
gifts of the Wise Men in Bethlehem; Who is the Bread of Life and Who came down from heaven and Who 
puts times and years under Your authority and Who came down from heaven and Who holds our lives in 
Your hands: hear us as we pray to You on this day of our entrance into the New Year of Your goodness and 
+bless this bread+ which is offered for Your glory and in honor of our Father among the Saints, St. Basil the 
Great, Archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia. Look down from Your Holy Heaven and send down upon us 
Your heavenly gifts, for we have placed our hope in You, the Living God, unto the ages. Bless the St. Basil 
Academy and bless all that we do in our homes and in our parish. Enrich our lives and direct our steps to do 
Your Will, for we do not live by bread alone. Bless us, by the intercessions of Your Most Holy Mother, the 
Theotokos, our Father among the Saints, St. Basil, St. George the Great Martyr and our Patron Saint—and all 
the Saints, who have pleased You in every age. Amen. 

The priest then prays: “Have mercy upon us, O God according to Your great mercy, we pray to You: hear 
us and have mercy.” “Again we pray for mercy, life, health, peace, forgiveness and salvation for the serv-
ants of God…” cutting out a piece of Vasilopita for our Lord, the Theotokos, St. George, our Patriarch, 
Archbishop, Metropolitan, fellow clergy and the leaders of each parish organization, concluding with the 
Dismissal Prayers found on page 80 of our Divine Liturgy Books. 

 









 

 

ST. GEORGE PHILOPTOCHOS INVITES YOU 

TO ATTEND OUR 

 

TAVERNA NIGHT DINNER DANCE  

 

 SATURDAY, JANUARY 12, 2019 AT 5:00 P.M. 

AT THE CHURCH HALL WITH LIVE MUSIC 

$45.00 PER PERSON 

 

Reservations must be paid in advance by Sunday, January 6, 2019 at the 

Philoptochos table OR mail your check to the office.  Check is payable to 

St. George Philoptochos and note on check Taverna Night. (Tickets not 

paid byJanuary 6th will be $50.00 per person.)  

NO RESERVATIONS TAKEN AT DOOR 

 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Name:_______________________________  Phone: _________________ 

Number attending: _________ Amt. enclosed:______________________ 

 


