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Holy Communion Order

and the Epistles passages today of the
Prophets and forefathers described in the
Old Testament. Not only is the prophesy
of Christ’s life-saving ministry in the
world made known through the individ-
ual Prophets themselves, but it is made
known through the historical events rec-
orded in the Old Testament.

the Person of the Ever-Virgin, Who
received Christ through the Holy
Spirit, yet remained Ever-Virgin. Al-
so, the crossing of the Red Sea is a
prophesy of Holy Baptism, in which
case we leave the old world of slav-
ery to sin and turn to the new world
of virtue in Christ. The Ten Com-
mandments contain the expression of

1. Please remain standing | One such event is the Exodus. In itself, it [God’s love for humanity, summa-
w.hile.following the is the prophesy of God saving humanity |rized in Christ’s teaching that they
directions of our ush- | ¢y, slavery to sin and its deliverance lhang upon two commandments: 1)
ers: into the “Promised Land” of repentance, |love for God, and, 2) love for neigh-

2. Ladjies, kindly remove forgiveness and eternal salvation. The |bor. These “sub-events” in the Exo-
lipstick before receiv- Continued on page 2
ing.

3. When receiving Holy
Communion, make the | THE SUNDAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST OUR GOD
Si f the C , stat ) ) ] )
ygir; r(: am ee (b;(}))st?s;;e On the Sunday that occurs on or immediately after the eighteenth of th%s
name) , and naturally month, we celebrate all those who from ages past have been well-pleasing to
receive as if being fed. | God, beginning from Adam even unto Joseph the Betrothed of the Most Holy

4 NonOrthodox Chris. Th(?otokos, according to genealogy, as the Evangelist Luke hath recorded his-

. : torically (Luke 3:23-38); we also commemorate the Prophets and Prophetesses,
ians may not receive . . .
Holy Communion, but and especially the Prophet Daniel and the Holy Three Children.
they may receive the | The Apolytikion Hymn for this Sunday:
Holy Bread at the end
of the service. “Great are the accomplishments of faith. In the fountain of flame the three Holy
5. All Orthodox Christians | Youths rejoiced as though they were resting by the waters. And the , . . L,

must be spiritually pre-
pared to receive the Sac-
rament of Holy Commun-
ion. Please see the priest if
you have any questions.

Prophet Daniel showed himself to be a shepherd to the lions, as
though they were sheep. Through their prayers O Christ our

God, save our souls.”

-- Taken from our Archdiocese website: www.goarch.org




Avagopeg yivovtat 1000 oTig
onpepveg repikorneg too Evay-
yeAioo 0oo kat g EmotoArng mept
tov [Tpopntwv xat t@v npomna-
TOP®V IOV MEPLYPAPOVTIAL 0TV
[TaAawa Awabnkn). Oxt povo n
YV®O1g mept g drakoviag tov
Xprotoo yivetat péowm v idwv
tov [Tpopntowv, al\a xat péom tov
LOTOPIK®OV YEYOVOT®OV IOV KATd-
ypagovtat otV ITaAaia AwabBrkr).

Eva tetoto yeyovog etvat 1 'ESodog.
Ano povn mg, elvat n mpognreia
0Tt 0 ®e0g Ba owoet v avipw-
notnta aro T okKAapia mg apap-
tlag xat Oa @épet Toug avBpariovg
OTOV «IIAPAdeL00» TG HETAVOLAS,
TG OLYXWPTOEMG KAl TG Al@VIov
owtpiag. O gAeyopevog Oapvog,
oo @Aeyotav, al\d napépeve
AKavTog, elvat pia mpognteid tg
[Tavayiag, mov oovelaPe tov
Xp1oto peow tov Ayloo
[Tvevpatog, al\a napapévetl nav-
ta [TapBevog. Emiong, n dapaotg
g Epubpdag ®akaoong eivat pla
npognteia too Ayioo Bamrtio-
HATOG, OIIOTE CALPIVOLHE TOV IIANLO
KOOpO TG dovAeiag tng apaptiag
Kat otpepopeda otov véo KOOPO
g ev Xplotw apetg. Ot Aéka
Evtolég mepiexyoov Vv EKppaon
g aydrng tov ®eov ya v
aviponotnta, mov covoyiletat
ot Odaokalia tov Xptotod 0Tt
oAa PBaoifovtat otig dvo evtolég: 1)
va ayamndpe tov Oeo xay, 2) va
aydardpe Tov IAnotov pas.

AvDTA Ta «0IOYEYOVOTA» OTNV
'ESodo -- n daPaoig tng Epvbpdg
Oalaocong kat 1 £kdootg TV Aéka
Evtol®v -- etvat ano pova toog
dlaxnpovdelg Mov EKPOVOLVTAL ATIO
TV ovpavia xopwdia pe tov
Xp1oto SanmA®pévo ot Patv):
«Aoéa ev opioroig Ocw kai et y1g
eipnun xar avbpairorg evdokiar.

+O TTATHP ©GEOAQPOZ
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dus are in themselves proclamations uttered by the heavenly choir

with Christ lying in the manger: “Peace on earth and goodwill toward
all,” thereby fulfilling Old Testament prophesy.

Of special importance is Moses” inner character, which is common to
us all, as revealed in his dialogue with our Lord at the burning bush.
Moses was called by God to do God’s WilL In like manner, we too are
called to do God’s Will daily and in various ways. While God does
not need us to exist, God wants to honor us as co-workers in the work
of divine love. However, being such co-workers is not popular in a
world in which sin has given way to ingrained habits of self-worship
and also hatefulness, making it a “martyr-like” challenge to deliver
people from sin into salvation.

Like Moses, we too are tempted to resist our calling by coming up
with one excuse after another. And, like with Moses, God keeps as-
suring us that He will be with us all the way. Finally, like Moses, we
confess our lack of faith by suggesting that God makes mistakes when
we are called to do His Will. To the core, we imply that we feel inca-
pable of repentance itself. We might find ourselves giving the impres-
sion that we would like to justify our fear of doing God’s Will, which
requires us to change our thinking, which can be a fearful thing to do,
especially if we lack faith that God will be with us.

God communicates with us in His Personhood -- in the Person of
Christ, the Word. In “personhood,” God shares our joys; our sorrows,
and our frustrations. Thus, in “personhood” God expressed frustra-
tion over Moses” weak faith and sent the Levite Priest Aaron to ac-
company Moses through his weaknesses. In like manner, God sends
us the Holy Priesthood, which is the “personhood” of the Church,
and Who is responsible, like Aaron, to help those called by God to do
the work of God.

As we celebrate the Nativity of Christ, let us strengthen our faith and
know that “God is with us,” which is, in fact, the name: Emmanuel.
+FR. THEODORE

PHILOPTOCHOS CHRISTMAS BAKE SALE -- Today is the last Sun-
day to pick up orders of Christmas breads and koulourakia at our
Philoptochos Christmas Bake Sale in our parish hall after the celebra-
tion of the Divine Liturgy.

VASILOPITA -- Following the celebration of the Divine Liturgy on
Sunday, January 9th, the annual Philoptochos Vasilopita Celebra-
tion will take place in our parish hall. The Vasilopita Celebration is an
opportunity to support the work of our St. George Philoptochos
Chapter, as our Philoptochos members continue to contribute
(through your support) toward the education of children in need at St.
Basil’s Academy.



PRAYER FOR READING HOLY SCRIPTURES
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. “Shine within our hearts, loving Master, the pure light of Your divine knowledge and open the eyes of
. our minds that we may comprehend the message of Your Gospel. Instill in us, also, reverence for
Your blessed commandments, so that having conquered sinful desires, we may pursue a spiritual life,
thinking and doing all these things that are pleasing to You. For You are the Light of our souls and

bodzes and to You we give glory together with Your Father Who is without beginning and Your all-holy, good, and
life-giving Spirit, now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen”

EPISTLE -- Hebrews 11:9-10, 32-40

Brethren, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise,
as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs
with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the
city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.
And what more shall | say? For time would fail me to tell of
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and
the prophets—who through faith conquered kingdoms, en-
forced justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of li-
ons, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword,
won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put
foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resur-
rection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, that
they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking
and scourging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were
stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were
killed with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and
goats, destitute, afflicted, illtreated—of whom the world was
not worthy —wandering over deserts and mountains, and in
dens and caves of the earth. And all these, though well attest-
ed by their faith, did not receive what was promised, since
God had foreseen something better for us, that apart from us
they should not be made perfect.

GOSPEL - St. Matthew 1:1-25

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David,
the son of Abraham. Abraham was the father of Isaac, and
Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and
his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by
Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father
of Ram, and Ram the father of Ammin’adab, and Ammin‘adab
the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon,
and Salmon the father of Bo’az by Rahab, and Bo’az the father
of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the
father of David the king. And David was the father of Solomon
by the wife of Uri‘ah, and Solomon the father of Rehobo’am,

and Rehobo’am the father of Abi‘jah, and Abi‘jah the father of
Asa, and Asa the father of Jehosh’aphat, and Jehosh ‘aphat
the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzzi’‘ah, and Uzzi’
ah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and
Ahaz the father of Hezeki'ah, and Hezeki'ah the father of Ma-
nas'seh, and Manas’seh the father of Amos, and Amos the
father of Josi ‘ah, and Josi'ah the father of Jechoni’ah and his
brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon. And after
the deportation to Babylon: Jechoni'ah was the father of
Sheal'tiel, and Sheal'tiel the father of Zerub’babel, and Zerub '
babel the father of Abi‘ud, and Abi’'ud the father of Eli'akim,
and Eli'akim the father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok,
and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eli'ud,
and Eli'ud the father of Elea’zar, and Elea’zar the father of
Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the fa-
ther of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born,
who is called Christ. So all the generations from Abraham to
David were fourteen generations, and from David to the de-
portation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the de-
portation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations. Now
the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they
came together she was found to be with child of the Holy Spir-
it; and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to
put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he
considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him
in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take
Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the
Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you shall call his name Je-
sus, for he will save his people from their sins." All this took
place to fulfil what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
"Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name
shall be called Emman’uel" (which means, God with us). When
Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord com-
manded him; he took his wife, but knew her not until she had
borne a son; and he called his name Jesus.

WEEKDAY CALENDAR
--Tuesday, December 21st...Bible Study - 10:00 a.m. Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83371776876?

pwd=UnEzUTRybikwT2FraW1LSWhIYk9Bdz09

--Wednesday, December 22nd...Bible Study - 6:30 p.m. Zoom link: https.//us02web.zoom.us/j/86111452564

--Friday, December 24th........... EVE OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST
Royal Hours - 8:00 a.m./Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great - 9:30 a.m.

--Saturday, December 25th....... THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST
Orthros- 8:30 a.m./ Hierarchical Divine Liturgy - 9:30 a.m.



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83371776876?pwd=UnEzUTRybjkwT2FraW1LSWhIYk9Bdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83371776876?pwd=UnEzUTRybjkwT2FraW1LSWhIYk9Bdz09

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 2022 ST. GEORGE GREEK FESTIVAL POSTPONED

The Parish Council, in consultation with our Greek Festival Chairman, George
Argyros, has decided to postpone our 2022 Greek Festival, which was scheduled for
February 19-20,2022.

Along with this decision, two committees are being formed (which may overlap in
some ways) in order to plan for the future:

1. Will our parish continue to have Greek Festivals in the future? A committee is
needed to study our prospects for the future in this regard.

2. What parish events can help bring our parishioners come together throughout the
year and also help the financial needs of our parish, especially in light of not hav-
ing a festival? A committee is needed to help with ideas and plans for such events.

Mr. Chris Maletis will serve as chairman for both of these committees.

It is now that we need volunteers to offer time, thoughts, and efforts along these two
committee objectives. Please contact me at (760) 880-5869, or call our church office at
(760) 568-9901 to volunteer as we look forward to the new year and the future.

Many blessings from Christ our God,
+Fr. Ted



ST. GEORGE PHILOPTOCHOS

SUNDAY, JANUARY 9th, 2022

VASILOPITA SUNDAY

Vasilopita bread available for purchase after church on
Sunday for a $15.00 donation. All proceeds benefit
St. Basil Academy.




Saturday January 22" 2022

Roast lamb on a spit, roasted potatoes, green beans, & Greek salad.
Cocktail hour from 5:00 - 6:00 pm with-appetizers, followed by the dinner including a special
dessert made by our ladies and Greek dancing.

Beer, wine, ouzo, metaxa will be available for sale.

Location: St George Greek Orthodox Church -
74-109 Larrea, Palm Desert, CA 92260 };EL_, v

a—?

760.568.9901 YN

f"'«.

$50 per person
The event benefits our Philoptochos “Kids-N-Cancer / Camp Agape” ministry for 2022
Pay by website, fee added:

https.//www.go-stgeorge.org/Ministries/Philoptochos/
Reservations must be paid in advance by Sunday, January 16, 2022,
at the Philoptochos table OR mail your check to the office.
Check is payable to St..George Philoptochos and note on check Taverna Night.
St George Mailing Address: P.O. Box 4755, Palm Desert, CA. 92261

Sponsored by Ladies Philoptochos of St George .

Name: .__Phone:
Number attending: Amt. enclosed:

PLEASE NOTE: EITHER PROOF OF VACCINATION OR TEST CONFIRMING THAT ONE IS NOT SUF-
FERING FROM COVID IS REQUIRED IN ORDER TO ATTEND. ATTENDEES ARE TO REMAIN AT
THEIR TABLES WITH THEIR FRIENDS AND RELATIVES IN ORDER TO AVOID MINGLING. THE
DINNER WILL BE SERVED IN “RESTAURANT STYLE” FASHION.



