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Holy Communion
Order

THE LADDER B

SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST

PRAYER FOR READING HOLY SCRIPTURES

“Shine within our hearts, loving Master, the pure light of Your divine knowledge and open the
eyes of our minds that we may comprehend the message of Your Gospel. Instill in us, also, rev-
erence for Your blessed commandments, so that having conquered sinful desires, we may pursue
a spiritual life, thinking and doing all these things that are pleasing to You. For You are the
Light of our souls and bodies and to You we give glory together with Your Father Who is with-
out beginning and Your all-holy, good, and life-giving Spirit, now and forever and to the ages
of ages. Amen.”

1. Please remain
standing while
following the direc-
tions of our ushers.

Ladies, kindly re-
move lipstick be-
fore receiving.

3. When receiving
Holy Communion,
make the Sign of
the Cross, state
your name
(baptismal name) ,
and naturally re-
ceive as if being
fed.

Non-Orthodox
Christians may not

EPISTLE— 2 Timothy 4:5-8 of God. As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,

. 'Behold, | send my messenger before your face,
Timothy, my son, always be steady, endure . .
who shall prepare your way; the voice of one crying

suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfil in the wilderness: prepare the way of the Lord,

your ministry. For | am already on the point of
being sacrificed; the time of my departure has
come. | have fought the good fight, | have fin-
ished the race, | have kept the faith. Hence-
forth there is laid up for me the crown of right-
eousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge,
will award to me on that Day, and not only to
me but also to all who have loved his appear-

ing.

GOSPEL—St. Mark 1:1-8

The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son

make his paths straight.' John the baptizer ap-
peared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And there
went out to him all the country of Judea, and all the
people of Jerusalem; and they were baptized by
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now
John was clothed with camel's hair, and had a
leather girdle around his waist, and ate locusts and
wild honey. And he preached, saying, "After me
comes he who is mightier than I, the thong of
whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and
untie. | have baptized you with water; but he will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit."

receive Holy Com-
munion, but they
may receive the
Holy Bread at the
end of the service.

5. All Orthodox Chris-
tians must be spirit-
ually prepared to
receive the Sacra-
ment of Holy Com-
munion. Please see
the priest if you have
any questions.

JANUARY 1st— Tomorrow, with the New Year, we commemorate the Circum-
cision of our Lord and we also commemorate the memory of St. Basil the Great.

THE CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD —Since the Mosaic Law commands
that if a woman give birth to a male child, he should be circumcised on the
eighth day (Lev. 12:2-3), on this, the eighth day from His Nativity, our Savior
accepted the circumcision commanded by the Law. According to the command
of the Angel, He received the Name: JESUS, which means "Savior" (Matt. 1:21).

ST. BASIL THE GREAT — About the year 370, St. Basil was elected to be bish-
op of Cappadocia, which he tended for eight years, living in voluntary poverty
and strict asceticism, having no other care than to defend holy Orthodoxy as a
worthy successor of the Apostles. He wrote volumes in defense of Orthodoxy
and established hospitals, monasteries and orphanages throughout his diocese.




Liturgical Notes for Today

At the Entrance of the Gospel: 1) Entrance hymn: 1) “O Faithful, let us sing a hymn of praise and worship
to the Logos Who is co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, Who was born of the Virgin for our salvation. Of
His own Will, He went upon the Cross in the flesh and suffered death, to raise the dead through His glorious
Resurrection.”/Tov oovavapyov Adyov...

2) “Your birth, O Christ our God, dawned the light of knowledge upon the earth, for by Your birth those who
adored the stars were taught by a Star to worship You, the Sun of Righteousness and to know You, Orient on
High. O Lord, glory to you.” /H I'tvvnoig Zov Xploté o ®eog...

3) “Annunciate the miracles to David the ancestor of God, O Joseph. You saw the Virgin pregnant. You glori-
fied with the shepherds. You worshipped with the Magi. And you were warned by an Angel. Entreat Christ
God to save our souls.”/ EvayyeAifov loor|g...
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4) “Since you are a deliverer of captives...” [Hymn of St. George]/ Qg tov aiypaleotov eAevbepotr|g...

5) Kontakion: “Today the Virgin comes to the cave to ineffably give birth to the eternal Logos. Hearkening to
this, rejoice, O Universe, and with the angels and shepherds glorify Him, the God before all ages, Who willed to
be held as a young child.”/H IlapBevog orpepov...

THE GIFT OF REPENTANCE
In his Epistle to Timothy, St. Paul expressed the tremendous peace that he had in his soul as the re-
sult of repenting from being a persecutor of Christians to becoming a paramount Apostle of Christ.
From today’s Gospel passage, we learn that God, in His great love, gives us both the opportunity
and the ability to repent from a lifestyle of self-centeredness, which so often fosters misunderstand-
ings and hatred, to a lifestyle of God-like love, fostering good will in our world and the salvation of
souls.

St. Paul’s lifestyle was one of “fighting the good fight” constantly, thereby suggesting that, with our
own baptism, we pledge to reject Satan and all of his powers, and to join Christ. According to St.
Paul and the many Saints after him, who lived throughout the centuries, rejecting the temptations
from Satan and turning one’s thoughts to the love of Christ our God is a daily effort. When we fight
temptations and repent of sins, our Lord blesses us and, over time, we take on a nature that is more
divine and less human. This is how our Church’s Saints became saints when they were formerly sin-
ners. The fact that we face temptations does not mean that God does not love us. Even our Savior
was tempted in the wilderness immediately following His Baptism in the Jordan.

The gift of repentance erases regrets and grants us peace of soul. As we prepare to celebrate our Sav-
ior’s Baptism in the Jordan River to wash away Adam’s sin and all of our own sins, let us remind
ourselves that our own baptism in Christ opens the door for our repentance from the sins that we al-
ways seem to fall into due to our own imperfections. Constant repentance every day is a new way of
life, as we begin a New Year! +FR. THEODORE




Ztnv Emotolr) tov npog tov Tipobeo, o Ay. I[TadAog eSéppaoe TNy tepaotia yaAnvr oo eiye otnv
WoXT) TOL MG AIOTEAECPA T1)G PETAVOLAG TOL AIIO TO OTL I)TAV OWKTHG KATA T®V XPLOTIAVOV PéEXPL IOV
gyve o peydlog Arootohog tov Xptotov. Ao ) onpepivi) nepikornt) tov EvayyeAioo, pabatvoope
0Tt 0 Oeog, pe ) peyaln Tov aydmn), pag divel kat v evkalpia KAt TV IKAVOTTA VA PETAVOI|OOVHE
arro evav TPOIo {®1)g EYMKEVTIPLOROD, IOV TO00 OLXVA KAaAtepyel mapednyroetg Kat pioog, oe evav
TPOMOo (®NG aydrng mov potadet pe TV aydrr) oo £xel 0 Oeog yla pag— OKomog g aydmng Too
elvat va KaA\lepyr)oet v KAAOOOVI) OTOV KOOHO HAG KAl T1) OO THPLd TOV WPoxXmV.

O tpomog fwrig Tov Ayiov ITadlov fTav «va DoAepr|oet TOV KAAOV ay®Va» ODVEX®DG, DIIOOEIKVDOVTAG
€101 OTY, e 1o OKO pag Pamtiopa, deopevopeda va armoppiyovpe Tov Zatavd Kat OAeg Tig dovdapelg
TOL KAl VA EVOOOLHE TOV EALTO PaAg pe Tov XploTo. Zopgava pe tov Ay. ITavAo kat tovg moANodg
Aytloog peta amo avtov, Iov £(ovoAV avd ToLG AIWVES, I ATOPPLPT) TOV HELPACH®V AIIO TOV ZATavd
KAl 1] OTPOPI] TV OKEYEDV OTNV aydIIn Tov Xplotoo etvat kabnpepivn) npoonabeia. Otav
KATAIIOAEPOVE TOVG IIEYPACHODG KAl HETAVOOVHE Yld TIG APApPTieg pag, o Xplotog pag evAoyet xat, pe
TV IApodo Tov xPOVoD, IAaipvovpe pia Qoo mo Oeikr) kat oxt tooo avipormvy). Etot éytvav aytot ot
Ayot g ExkAnotag pag otav rfjoav rnponyoovpevag apaptolot. To yeyovog 0Tt avtipetonifovpe
HelPAopovg Oev onpaivet 0t o Oeog dev pag ayamnd. AKOpn Kat o Xplotog elxe IePACHOng OtV
¢pnpo apéong petda to Bamtiopd Tov otov lopdavn.

To dwpo g petavoiag draypaget Tig ToWelg Kat pag xapilet yainvn poxns. Kabwg npoetorpalopeda
va eoptacovpe to Parrtiopa tov Xptotoov otov lopdavn yia va Semovet v apaptia oo Adap kat
OAeg TG d1keg pag apaptieg, ag vievhopioovpe otov eavTd Pag 0Tt To O1KO pag PAartiopa ev Xplotm
Avolyel TV IOPTA Y1d 1) HETAVOLA PAG ATIO TG apdpTieg OTIg OIoleS, MG pAivetat, IAVTOTE MEPTOVHE
AOY® TV Skav pag advvapuinv. H oovexmg kabnpeptvi) petavola etvat évag veéog Tpomnog {mr|g, TTov
etvat va oope pe to Néo Etog!  +O ITATHP ©@EOAQPOZ

WEEKDAY CALENDAR

Monday, January 1st......CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST & COMMEMORATION OF ST. BASIL
Orthros-8:30 a.m./Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great —9:30 a.m.

Tuesday, January 2nd......Bible Study —10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, January 3rd..Online Orthodox Christian Catechism —6:30 p.m.

Friday, January 5th......... FOREFEAST OF THE EPIPHANY (THEOPHANY) OF CHRIST
Orthros a.m./Divine Liturgy of St. Basil-9:30 a.m./Great Blessing of the Waters to follow.

Saturday, January 6th..... EPIPHANY (THEOPHANY) OF CHRIST
Orthros-8:30 a.m./Divine Liturgy-9:30 a.m./Great Blessing of the Waters to follow.

Next Sunday:
The Annual Philoptochos Vasilopita Celebration following the celebration of the Divine Liturgy.




ANNOUNCEMENTS
PHILOPTOCHOS —
o Vasliopita Sunday is January 7th and we will have a limited amount of vasilopita availa
ble for purchase.

o January calendar...Philoptochos Board meeting, Monday, January 8th at 11:00 AM.
Philoptopchos General Meeting, Monday, January 15th at 11:30 AM

o Paint & Sip is back for January! If you enjoyed the wine bottle painting in November, then
you will enjoy painting a Greek vase at our next event on Sunday, January 21st! (See flier
for details)

o Enclosed is a flyer announcing a screening about the work of Birth Choice of the De-
sert in saving the lives of pre-born children, which will be shown at Sacred Heart Roman
Catholic Church in Palm Desert on January 12, 2024.

« SUNDAY SCHOOL —Sunday School classes will held on Sunday, January 14, 2024 and Sunday,
January 28, 2024. A special Sunday School service project is scheduled for Sunday, January 28th.

« ONLINE ORTHODOX CATECHISM CLASS - Wednesday, January 3, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. Those
who want may email Fr. Ted at pdsaintgeorge@gmail.com to receive a link in order to join the online
class.

o GREEK FESTIVAL — Volunteers, sponsors and donors in support of our 2024 Greek Festival
(February 17-18, 2024) are most welcome! Festival flyers are available in our parish hall for distri-
bution throughout the Coachella Valley. Festival preparations resume on Monday, January 8th.
See enclosed flyer, “Support our Festival.” Note: The next Festival Meeting is: Wednesday, Janu-
ary 4, 2024 at 4:00 p.m.

e ST. GEORGE BOOKSTORE — Our St. George Bookstore has received many new items just in
time for Christmas party gift swaps and/or last minute gift ideas for your special someone. We
have set up a "Christmas Shop” in the Church Hall. Items include novelty aprons, Greek flag
fleece blankets, pashmina shawls, orthodox jewelry, handmade soaps, ornaments, and much
more. Another shipment is arriving by mid-week so if you don’t see anything today check back
in a few days or next Sunday. We take credit card, cash, or checks payable to St. George Church
-memo-bookstore.




CENTENNIAL

1922-2022

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 363/2023
Archepiscopal Encyclical on the New Year 2024

January 1, 2024

‘Qote &l T1g £v Xprot@d xawvn) Ktiolg - té dpyaia napiiAdev, idov yéyove katva To mavd.
(ITpog KoprvBiovg B 5:17)
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation! What's past has passed. Behold! Everything is new!
(II Cor 5:17)

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the Monks
and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the Ecumenical Pa-
triarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, the
Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy
Archdiocese of America:

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,

On this first day of the New Year of 2024, let us embrace the newness in Christ, which He has ap-
pointed for our renewal and salvation. The Apostle Paul reminds us that we are, in fact, new crea-
tions! And that whatever has transpired is beyond us, forgiven and even forgotten. For every new
year — whether this civil one, or the Ecclesiastical New Year on September 1 — is a call and op-
portunity to begin again. Why? Because in Christ, “everything is new.”

This is the truest and the best optimism. Neither a false hope for the future, nor a denial of mis-
takes in the past. We press forward in Christ, Who is an ever-flowing fountain of love, mercy,
compassion and forgiveness. This is how we are called to live — in the dynamic flow of God’s
grace through the Holy Spirit. Whether it is by our participation in the Sacred Mysteries of the
Church, or by applying the teachings of our Savior in our everyday lives. When we pray, “give us
this day our daily bread,” it is much more than an invocation of the Eucharist, as precious and pro-
found as it is. We are affirming that the gift of life itself is a constant source of God’s nourishing
love and care.

Therefore, my beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, let us embrace 2024 with the optimism that is
grounded in the truth of God. And as we base our hopes in the promises of His Grace, let us re-
member the Saint of this Day, and the sacred institution of our Archdiocese that bears his right-
eous name. Saint Basil Academy is a literal incarnation of new beginnings. It is a place of God’s
love and His promise where newness of life flourishes. Let us always generously remember the
Academy and its mission. And may the New Year of God’s grace bestow upon you and all those
you love the blessings of good health of body and soul, and the newness of life that propels you to
reach for even greater spiritual heights.

With much paternal love in Christ,
1 ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America



Celebrate the New Year!
Join us for the cutting
of the Vasilopita!

IR

St. George Philoptochos is ringing in the New Year with our
annual Vasilopita cutting on Sunday, January 7th, 2024 in the
Church Hall after Divine Liturgy by Fr. Theodore Pantels.
Appetizers & refreshments will be provided.
Everyone is welcome!

A goodwill offering is greatly appreciated.

We will also have a limited number of Vasilopitas for you to
purchase for take home. Each will have a coin inside for good
luck in the New Year!

Enjoy this tradition that symbolizes the sweetness & joy of life eve}/asting!
Best wishes for 2024!



fi

Support our Festival!

Our festival is just a few months away and, God willing, everyone will have a reward-
ing experience. We thank our parishioners and friends for your past support and want to
take a moment to remind you of all the ways you can help this upcoming year.

Volunteering — Volunteers are welcome as of the 18" of December for cooking. Such
support will be needed up until the festival in February. Please reach out to George
or Stacy Argyros to get more information. In addition, assistance is appreciated dur-
ing the week before the festival to help set up, during the festival and following the
festival to assist with cleanup. If you’ve volunteered before and wish to continue,
feel free to contact the past chairperson to again offer your assistance. If you’d like to
volunteer for the first time or don’t have contact information for the past chairper-
son, feel free to reach out to Jim Christopoulos at 760-902-8460 or at
goofy 328@yahoo.com.

Sponsorships — Any person can pay for a sponsorship, whether it be to advertise your
business or send a personal message. You may also ask friends and/or owners of
businesses you frequent to buy a sponsorship. These not only provide financial sup-
port for the festival, but are a wonderful way to advertise businesses.

Donations — Unable to volunteer? Sponsorship not appropriate? Another option would
be to provide a cash donation. Such a donation would help offset our many expens-
es.

The success of our festival depends on us all. We strive to simultaneously satisfy the
needs of our guests as well as to share our hospitality and religion with them. Please help
in any way you can. You may contact George Argyros or Father Ted for more information.


mailto:goofy_328@yahoo.com

Bring your fi
of appetizer
painting a |

$15

PER PERSON

Check out our talented
and fun group\ m our

first Paint & s: Art Event
on 11/12/2023\
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JANUARY 12

DOORS OPEN 5:30PM * STARTS AT 6:00PM

SACRED HEART CHURCH

SALTA PASTORAL CENTER GYM
43775 DEEP CANYON RD, PALM DESERT, CA 92260

PRESENTED BY:

HOICE u

il el ™ ~ \ OF THE DESERT

Refuge
Pregnancy
Center
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Saint George
Greek Orthodox Church

Proudly presents the

26™ ANNUAL

GREEK
weny nsees F 2$TI VAL

GREEK FOLK DANCERS in Palm Desert, CA
0UZO » RETSINA » METAXA Saturday & Sunday
'ART & SOUVENIRS F th th
ebruary 17" & 18" 2024

RELIGIOUS ITEAS
CHURCH TOURS 10am to 8pm

KIDI ZONE on the Church Grounds
FUN FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY 74-109 Larrea, Palm Desert, CA

(760) 568-9901
NO CASH PAYMENT Credit Card and

(== contactiess payment only at this time Experience Authentic Greek _Lood
-— Devour Aeavenly FIastries
® NO PETS ALLOWED Service Animals Dance to live Greek music, and

specifically trained to aid a person

with a disability are welcome Be GreEK for a DaV!
% SMOKING and use of tobacco products
PROHIBITED on church grounds ADMISSION $5 =
d 1

EL PASEO COURTESY CARTS available for festival (Children 12 & under free

attendee pick up & drop off. Route along El Paseo from ACtiYe Duty Military, Police, - -
San Pablo to Portola & church festival entrance. Fire & EMT Free w/ 1D

ADDITIONAL PARKING AVAILABLE at Washington Charter [

School, and Hope Luthern Church & Spiritual Center.

WwWwW. PDGireekFest.org
SHUTTLE SERVICE PROVIDED.

£3 EJ PDGreekFest

{ We are pleased to provide assistance to anyone requesting it. If you need help, please ask.
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